
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 1 
IGNITION: WHO IS AT THE WHEEL? - BE A HUMBLE PASSENGER 

 
 
 
 

I. Begin by Reading Matthew 18:1-4.  
a. The question can be rephrased to say, “What must I do to be considered 

great in God’s eyes? 
b. The disciples had it all wrong. They thought it was about all of their 

accomplishments. We sometimes think the same way. “We are great for God 
because of all the great things we do or can do.”  

c. Tell the story of what is going on and the importance Jesus placed on the 
humility of a child. A child goes to a parent to get advice and guidance. They 
get their wisdom from their parents. 

b. As disciples, we need to recognize that we are God’s little children. That 
means that we have to recognize that we cannot live the Christian life on our 
own. We must constantly be turning to God for wisdom in living our lives and 
making our decisions.   

c. Story of Solomon asking for wisdom yet recognizing that he was like a little 
child. At the time Solomon recognized that he needed to ask God, listen to 
God and take action implementing God’s advice. 1st King 3:5-9.  

d. The ability to do this begins with understanding and adopting the qualities 
that make a child humble as they relate to their relationship with their 
parent.  

e. To be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus we must live out our lives with 
God with the humility of a child. Without that humility we are filled with self 
and unable to let go of the wheel of our lives to Jesus.   

 
II. Let’s look at the top 3 things that define this humility, 3 things that we must live our 

lives by: 
a. Trust God - When we go to our heavenly Father we must believe that He will 

answer us perfectly no matter what. It may not be the answer we want, it 
may not be what seems to be best but we need to trust it is the best answer 
from God. We trust when things are going well but when they hit a bump we 
fear and begin to question whether we are secure in God’s arms. We show 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

that lack of trust in fear and worry which are the opposite of trust. Luke 
12:22-34. Why am I having difficulty at work? (Maybe it’s to teach you to do 
all work as unto the Lord) Why am I sick? (Maybe it’s to have you cry out to 
Him for help or to teach you to accept and appreciate more things) Why are 
finances so difficult? (Maybe it’s to teach you to live below your means) 
Trusting God comes as you accept whatever life brings knowing God is in 
control, knows best and will work things out perfectly. It is a mindset. Make 
sure all your thoughts are about trusting God. The story of turning a child 
upside down and even telling them you will drop them on their head. The 
child instinctively trusts the parent and knows it will work out for good. 
When a child goes to a parent, they trust that the parent will protect them 
and take care of them. The answer may not be what a child wants to hear, 
but they keep coming back trusting their parent will have the right answer. 
They put themselves in their parent’s hands and trust they will take care of 
them in the best way possible. In fact, they don’t really think about what is 
the best way possible, they just trust. They have little to no fear, they trust. 
In every situation in life, don’t question why me, instead trust God has your 
best interest at heart and look to Him to understand what you should do as a 
result. Proverbs 29:25 Psalm 56, Jeremiah 17:5-8. 

b. Total Dependence - Children feel safest when their parents are close by.  
They can be off playing with others but every so often they check to make 
sure their parents are close by. Jenni’s sleep over story from day 6 in the 
book, she slept better when she knew I was close by. Deut. 8:3 - God wants 
us to be totally dependent on Him. In order to be totally dependent on God 
a day should not go by where you are not praying, reading God’s word and 
desiring to know Him more. The more we get use to not doing this, the less 
dependent on God we will become. 

c. Be Teachable - Gladys Story from day 6 in the book - Jenni listened to her 
father and applied what she heard in her life. That’s exactly what God wants 
us to do with His word. All too often we read the bible for the sake of saying 
we read. As quickly as we read is as quickly as we forget what we read. 
1stPeter 2:2. In order to be taught by Jesus, make it your goal to imitate 
Jesus, Ephesians 5:1. 

d. Does anyone have anything they would like to say about this chapter in 
general? 

III. ACTION STEP – Go over the action step from day 6. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a. One of the ways that I’ve committed to this is to twitter my thoughts on my 
daily reading.  Now that I know others are reading my twitter I want to 
make sure I do it every day. I recently started reading the bible out loud 
everyday with my wife and we discuss the reading for a few minutes. That 
helps me come up with my tweet. 

b. Have His word sustain you through the day by taking 5 minutes after you 
have read the bible and write down two sentences that summarize a 
practical application . Ask someone about how they feel about the 
importance of this action step and how they are implementing it in their life. 
Then call on 2 or three others. 

c. Any other action steps from week one that you want to talk about? 
IV. Journal  

a. Day 5 Question #3 
b. Day 6 Question #1 
c. Day 6 Question #2 
d. Any other questions from the week that you want to talk about? 

V. THE NECESSITY TO TEACH OTHERS: 
a. The best way to learn to be taught by God (Quality of Childlike Humility) is to 

teach others to be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. As you teach 
others, you are constantly going to God, trusting Him and depending on Him 
more and more. You are then becoming more naturally open to His teaching 
as you multiply your talents for His kingdom. If you are teaching what God 
says in His word, you are becoming more acquainted with Him and His 
humility will become more and more a part of who you are. 

b. As we get older we get less teachable. To Change that trend, let someone 
disciple you and you relearn the ability to be taught. Patterns of learning are 
reestablished and you naturally become more open to being taught by God.  
That’s also because when you are being discipled you are being taught the 
things of God. 

c. Today’s the day to begin praying about who God will raise up in your group 
that will be a discipler and ask the group to begin praying as well, asking God 
if they should be a discipler. Commit to praying every day. 


