
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER TWO 
WHICH DRIVER IS MOST IMPORTANT 

 
 

I. Start by reading 1 Peter 2:11-12 
a. If you’re good deeds are done for any other reason, you will be 

bringing glory to yourself rather than God and others will miss out 
on the love and faithfulness of God. If you help others without 
them knowing it’s all about God, you are ultimately hurting them 
and yourself.  

b. That’s why it is critical for everyone you meet to know where you 
stand with God. Then only a few words are needed when you do 
good deeds. Instead of telling people about you, tell them about 
what God has done in your life. Give an example of your job, your 
spouse, your children, your home, your hobbies, etc. 

c. But you cannot stop telling people about yourself or do good 
deeds and bring glory to God if you place too much importance on 
your own importance. 

d. The life of Moses is a perfect example of this. He was looking to 
do a great deed, to deliver the Jewish people from slavery. There 
was too much of Moses in his good deeds. Murder and fleeing. 
That may not be the outcome of our good deeds but if there is too 
much importance on our own importance then the outcome will 
not reveal God. God’s glory will always be revealed, even the 
rocks will cry out, but our lives will not be fruitful in that regard. 

e. God worked with Moses and stripped him of his own importance. 
Then he no longer felt worthy to do any good deeds for God. 
That’s a good sign of yourself because now you are stripped of 
yourself and ready to be used by God. 

f. To be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus you must be weak 
in the pride that is in your flesh. But all too often we are filled 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

with that pride. My story of growing up thinking that pride of self 
is what defined me. How much money, possessions, and prestige I 
had and how many people looked up to me is what was important 
to me. God stripped me of this and then I was ready to start 
listening to Him and ultimately live for Him.   

II. Let’s look at 3 things that we need to do to begin this process. 
a. Don’t strive to achieve success; thrive in God’s every day ministry. You 

are in full time ministry - What’s most important is to reveal God to 
others every day. Let’s look to King David as an example of this. He was 
anointed King by Samuel. 1st Samuel 16:7, 12-13. He was promoted from 
shepherd to King. It’s a perfect example of rags to riches story. David had 
the support of the most respected, greatest prophet in Israel, Samuel. 
With Samuels support it was time to dethrone Saul and take over. He had 
the support of the people after his defeat of Goliath. The people were 
singing, Saul has slain his thousands and David his ten thousands. But 
David didn’t care about his own importance; he cared about how he lived 
for God. As far as David was concerned, God had anointed Saul King and 
God would remove him in God’s time. Instead of becoming King, David 
served God by serving the king of Israel. He lived on the run from a 
jealous King Saul but never compromising how he lived for God, even at 
the potential expense of his life. David recognized that his ministry was 
not so much to be King as it was to reveal God to others every day. He 
served God and patiently waited for God not considering his own 
importance. David’s son built the first temple for God, David is 
mentioned with admiration throughout the scriptures, and Jesus came 
through his lineage. Yet David recognized that the true significance of a 
man starts with the recognition of his insignificance. Acts 13:36. Go over 
Paul’s story from day 11 the book. 

b. Live to praise God, not be praised. Matthew 6:1-4 and 5-6 and 16-18. 
When we do things for others we should do them with no desire of 
recognition but instead do them with the goal of bringing praise to God. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If recognition comes, defer it to the praise of God. Don’t look to be 
thanked by others, thanks by doing the right thing for God is enough. 
Evaluate what you do and what you don’t do based on doing it for God, 
not for recognition. When you give to the poor do it in quiet and do it for 
God. When you pray and fast, do the same. This really comes down to the 
motives of your heart. In order to have your heart motives right, you 
need to have more of the heart of Jesus and less of the heart of self. That 
comes as your life changes from a self motivated perspective to one 
motivated to praise God. Before you do anything, evaluate how it brings 
praise to God and takes the attention off of you. 

c. Tell someone each day about how God positively affected your life.  
Talk about the story of King Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel 4:28-37. God gave 
King Nebuchadnezzar power and prestige and he abused it by forgetting 
who gave it to him and taking credit for it. The more we do this, the more 
full of ourselves we become. We need to be disciplined to change that 
pattern of living. Every day, whether it’s to your spouse, co-worker, 
children, friend or family member, tell someone how God positively 
affected your life. It could be what He taught you from the bible reading 
for the day, something that you got through prayer or something you 
learned from Him in how you interacted for the day. Take a few minutes 
to do this daily and refrain from telling others about your 
accomplishments, tell them about Jesus! That’s the lesson 
Nebuchadnezzar recognized after 7 long years! 

d. Does anyone have anything they would like to say about the chapter in 
general? 

III. ACTION STEP – Go over action step from day 8 
a. I take control far too often at my job. I know what I can do, I’m 

experienced and I typically go about my day to day business without 
involving God in the process. I usually turn to Him when I am having an 
issue, rather than for His guidance throughout the day. The way I need to 
take more of a back seat is to pray about my daily business activities and 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ask God for His guidance. Then measure the way I handle them by the 
way I should live by the Fruit of the Spirit. Galatians 5:22-23.   

b. Memorize this verse and examine each day whether or not you are living 
by it. 

c. Ask others about the action step. 
d. Any other action steps from week one that you want to talk about? 

Consider action step from day 13. 
IV. Journal 

a. Day 8 - Question #2 
b. Day 10 - Question #1 
c. Day 11 - Question #4 
d. Any other questions form the week that you want to talk about? 

V. THE NECESSITY TO TEACH OTHERS 
a. To live the selfless life we must give to others expecting nothing in return.  

When we do this we must do it in the name of Jesus. We must do this 
sacrificially. There is no greater application of doing this then in teaching 
another about God. You are selflessly giving of yourself to another, 
sacrificing your time, expecting nothing in return and revealing the 
greatness of God.   

b. Challenge the group this week, or at least those who feel lead to be 
disciplers to begin to make a list of the potential ways they might identify 
people who they can disciple. Let them know that it may even be people 
in the Discipleship Home Group. 


